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King focuses on a vision of sports that is equitable... and fu 



B illie Jean King has a problem. 

It's a problem she’a had all her life, one she's likely lo 
take to her grave. 

King’s problem, one for which she sees no cure, is that she’s 
always 20 years ahead of the times. And that’a a shame, because 
20 years is a long time when there's not a person alive who 
wouldn't benefit right now from the causes King believes in. 

King, 53, who is promoting the Virginia Slims Legen ds tour 
that will stop at Navy Pier on April 26-27, said she's simplified 
her life to concentrate on her special vision—team tennis. 

"Boys and girls cooperating, side-by-side, against the same 
opponent. Imagine a kid walking into a gym and seeing boys and 
girls on the same playing field. That's total gender equity." 

Her commitment to team tennis is "the es¬ 
sence of who I am." King said. 

in team tennis, games consist of men's singles, 
men’s doubles, women’s singles, women’s dou¬ 
bles and mired doubles, "The scoring is the 
some whether it's the men’B or women's turn," 

King said. "Everything is equal.” 

And fun. What a concept. 

"What we did was create a new sport,” King 
said, "We used tennis because that's what we 

knew." 

There are rec leagues for team tennis in a 
thousand cities, she says. And lots of adults are 
playing—and enjoying—the sport. 

The concept of team tennis wasn't ix»rn 
overnight. It involved “a lilt more thought than 
people realize," King said. If someone put his or her mind to it. 
she says, many sports could be made truly gender neutral. 
Basketball, baseball, softball. 

Is the country ready for that? Children certainly art*. They 
haven’t developed rigid stereotypes yet. And under the King 
calendar, the rest of us have about 20 years to speed up tmr 
evolution. 

King believes she was born with a destiny to work for gender 
equity in sports and lo continue until it's achieved. And she's 
demonstrated that belief throughout her adult life. 

"In the '70a we had to make it acceptable for people to accept 
girls and women aa athletes," she suid. "We had to make tl OK 
for them to be active. Those were much scarier times for females 
in aports—we had to create the opportunity " 

Team tennis new m Klritr »n!‘ '»*«.*{ >*■,. »o 


King, who was player/coach for the Philadelphia Freed-•».- 
World Team Tennis. 

But today King is focusing her energy on the grais-ront* !r 
"When you get in your late 40s and early 5b* you begin 
refocus your life spiritually and add more balance," she said 

For King, that meant learning how n> sav no to a hut** ruii. 
of speaking engagements and charitable requests so she'd 
time for her top priorities. 

Her new, "ligHtened" schedule includes only the Legend'i- 
World Team Tennis (she's the dtreci«rl. comment tug on ut 
fur HBO and serving as a board member of the Women's S|-< 
Foundation (which she founded in 19741. the National Af 
Fund and the Elton John AIDS Foundation. 

_ The athlete who won 2tJ Wimbledon liih • 

"" n Grand Slam singles titles. 71 singles lilies o\i 
and the so-tailed buttle of the *eses .ig-i. 
Bobby Riggs also has generously given her i 
to charitable cause*. Her commitment to A. 
charities—the Legends tour benefits the N.ii. 
al AIDS Fund and u local AIDS orgnmr.it 
each city- stem* from her friendship* will. • 
and her friendship with Arthur Ashe, who * 
of complications from the disease. King a-.: 
with Ashe at HHO for 10 year*. 

It was 1973 when King beat the aging i L> . 
ist Riggs Ln straight sets before u huge u*i»* 
audience mid the largest crowd 40,4 f-1 i . . 
see a single tennis mutch. 

King knew her mutch with Riggs held j 
symbolic meaning for many people. She believes the m<tU ti 
simply meant to be. 

"1 always knew how important ih.it ui.iu It wus 
"And 1 knew 1 had to win. 1 was neared to death bt-t-'n }.,.*; • 

To culm herself, she went lo a cocktail partv 'll .% . 
minutes before the match and i just walked through .tod - s 
to everyone," she recalled. “They couldn't hvbevi* l a,i*\ 
the court already). It relaxed me." 

King also knew she had the strength of pcrMiiuiJjf.v and 
courage to handle the nolo nets’ I mm the Higgs mutih. It w.i- 
just part of her destiny. Ami while she bemoans the I«hk 
progress with Title IX ard pmmUe* that the Women t* Sp 
Foundation will be "relentless' mi iu pursuit of sih«»>i. 
aren't in tiunpltuoce with the Icdcrul l.iw i"H"W -!>■ re'i«.,. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/nhln0004 
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